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We had a slightly disappointing turnout for our club evening on the 2nd December with 24 people attending, but the weather and members moving house and partying with pre-Christmas events was probably against us. We were able to welcome Brian and Conchita Collins, new members who have only just joined the JDC. They did, however, miss the highlight of the evening, my speech!!

Our next event, that I am particularly looking forward to, is our Christmas Dinner Celebration at the Audleys Wood Hotel on 20th December, organised by Lorraine.  As per last year, Area One will be providing the wine with soft drinks for those who prefer not to drink alcohol.  A considerable number of members have also booked rooms for the Saturday night.  Just a reminder it is a “black tie” event.

Those of you participating in the Isle of Man tour next September should make their ferry bookings as soon as possible.  You should have already received details of the ferry crossings, times, etc.  Please contact Mick Resteghini if you have any problems and confirm with him when you have made your booking if you haven’t done so already.

On Saturday 22nd November a number of us went to the Mill at Sonning to see their production of My Fair Lady.  Lorraine, who organised the evening, has asked me to say a few words about the show:  My Fair Lady runs until the 17thJanuary and I would highly recommend this performance to anyone who missed it.  It is a real ‘feel good’ show.  Lorraine is not exaggerating when she says that we all came out smiling and all our members enjoyed the show. The acting, singing and dancing of all the cast were outstanding, particularly of note were Simbi Akande as Eliza and Nadim Naaman as Henry Higgins. The costumes, especially the Ascot scene and the ball, were stunning.  Lorraine has said that she would personally be happy to go back and see the show again as she felt it was one of the best performances we have seen at the Mill. The food service has changed from queuing up the stairs for a buffet to table service which, although the portions were smaller than before, worked pretty well.  Lorraine would like to thank all the members who supported the event.

We have organised a weekend tour to Bletchley Park and the Fawley Hill museum on 27th and 28th June 2026 staying overnight at the White Hart at Nettlebed. The tour is now full, but if anyone would like to be put on the waiting list, please let me know.

At a recent committee meeting, it was agreed that instead of sending Christmas cards we should donate monies to the Thames Valley Air Ambulance.  A charity box is available for donations.  If you are not going to be at our Christmas dinner, and would like to make a donation, please transfer the monies to Area 1's bank account in the normal way with the reference, Xmas donation.  Caz has organized a talk by a representative of the Air Ambulance at our meeting on 3rd March 2026 when we will be able to hand over the money collected..

Our AGM. will take place Tuesday 6th January, when I will be standing down as the reluctant Chairman.  Please think hard about whether or not you would be willing to join the committee with a view to taking on the roll.  It is not too arduous and you would have great support from our wonderful committee members.  We are hoping we will have details of our new Calendar of Events for 2026 available at that meeting so we hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend.  Don’t forget, if anyone would like to organise, or has any ideas for future events, please let me know before the end of the year.


Jayne Lawrence has arranged a Gourmet evening at the Voco Reading (formerly the Madejski Hotel) on Saturday 14th. March 2026.  Many of us have attended these dinners before and I can say that they are very good value for money and the food has been excellent.  Double and twin rooms can be reserved for £110.00 per person which includes the six course dinner, bed and breakfast.  Singles can be booked for £160.00.  Places will go quickly so please contact Jayne at jayne-law@hotmail.co.uk to reserve your space.  A deposit of 20% per person (i.e. £22.00 per person) is payable on booking and a payment link will be sent to individuals two weeks prior to arrival to settle their individual balance of 80% per person
.

Finally, I would like to wish all our members and their families a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.    


Tony Eades
Your reluctant Chairman
